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Many historians believe that struggle for Indian freedom began when Gandhiji was thrown out of the first class Railway
compartment in South Africa being a'coolie barrister'. Gandhiji saw in the Railways a great integrating role. Some of the
great events have revolved round the Indian Railways during the freedom movement. The freedom movement gained the
required momentum due to the availability of Railways as the most important mode of transportation and
communication.

The Ministry of Railways in the front portion of its tableau projects the important events and prominent leaders of the
freedom movement. The visual on the rear portion shows people’s protest on arrival of John Simon at a Railway Station.
This is followed by another incident which took place in Pune (then Poona) Railway Station in August, 1942 when
prominent Congress leaders like Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Mahatma Gandhi, Sarojini Naidu and Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru after being arrested in Mumbai (then Bombay) were taken to Pune in a special train. !




